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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 2/16/06 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that IRM 26 is located within the serial bus protocol for IEEE 
1394 serial bus. The IRM 26 exercises a subset of the management responsibilities 
normally assumed by bus manager 28. The IRM 26 is not included in the DTV. Further 
even assuming that the IRM 26 allocates and deallocates the channels and bandwidth 
in order to establish the connection, there is no teaching that the first controlling 
apparatus does not mount a control module and said another controlling apparatus 
mounts a control module as recited in claim 10. Controlling the flow and reception of 
isochronous data does not suggest a first controlling apparatus that does not mount a 
control module of said connection management function and has been notified by said 
other controlling apparatus that said another controlling apparatus mounts a control 
module of said connection management function. (Response pages 2-4) 

Regarding applicant's argument, the Examiner disagrees. Stahl teaches that IRM 
26 may reside on two different nodes or on a single node (column 3 t lines 58-62) 
further, Stahl explicitly states, "For the IEEE 1394 serial bus to function properly, an 
isochronous resource manager (IRM) and a bus manager (BM) will be needed. Since 
most clusters (i.e., devices interconnected via a digital bus) will include a display device 
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of some kind, it should be required that a set top box with analog display and DTV, must 
be IRM and BM capable." (column 4, lines 12-18), thus IRM 26 resides on the DTV, 
further it is the DTV, which issues the commands via the IEEE 1394 bus to control the 
DVCR (column 8, lines 1-28, play control commands transmitted by the DTV to control 
the output of DVCR). 

Further, Stahl teaches that the isochronous data flows can be controlled by any 
device connected to the IEEE 1394 bus (column 6, lines 8-32), thus controlling the flow 
and reception of isochronous data, by another device other than the first device ( 
column 6, lines 8-32, column 8, lines 1-28) does suggest a first controlling apparatus 
that does not mount a control module of said connection management function and has 
been notified by said other controlling apparatus that said another controlling apparatus 
mounts a control module of said connection management function. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 10 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over U.S. Patent 6,665,020 to Stahl in view of U.S. Patent 6,918,123 B1 to Shteyn. 
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Regarding claim 10, Stahl discloses a transmitting system for transmitting data 
from a transmitting apparatus to a receiving apparatus connected to a predetermined 
network (figure 2, column 7, line 57-column 8, line 26) the system comprising: 

a first controlling apparatus (DTV)connected to a predetermined network (IEEE 
1394 network) said first controlling apparatus including a first control section IRM 26 for 
preparing and transmitting a request to another controlling apparatus (DVCR) to 
execute a connection management function (column 3, line 58-column 4, line 29, 
column 6, lines 8-19, speed, topological map, allocation of bandwidth establishment of 
connection) when the first controlling apparatus does not mount a control module of 
said connection management function and has been notified by said another controlling 
apparatus that said another controlling apparatus mounts a control module of said 
connection management function (IRM 26 allocates and deallocates the channels and 
bandwidth in order to establish the connection, in conjunction with control output control 
registers and master plug register on the transmitting side in conjunction with the 
corresponding input plug and master registers on the receiving side, column 6, lines 8- 
20) said request including a request for executing the connection management to 
establish a connection between the transmitting apparatus (DVCR) and the receiving 
apparatus (DTV) on the predetermined network (column 6, lines 8-20, output 
control/master registers on input and output devices) and to execute data transmission 
from the transmitting apparatus to the receiving apparatus through the connection by 
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using a control module of a corresponding connection management function mounted in 
said another controlling apparatus (column 5, lines 8-14, column 8, lines 1-53), and 

a second controlling apparatus (asynchronous acknowledgements , column 3, 
lines 22-26, 41-54, a receiving device can ignore input from the transmitting device and 
be control directly, column 10, line 57-column 11, line 16, 53-column 12, line 13) 
configured to receive said requests said second controlling apparatus including a 
second control section for executing the connection management function, 

Stahl fails to disclose a request which utilizes a self describing data structure 
which provides device control data, the device control data including an override DCM 
(device control module) of the transmitting device and the receiving device. 

In an analogous art Shyten discloses the use of a HAVi network which utilizes 
IEEE 1394 bus protocols (column 7, lines 12-25, 37-60), each device transmits 
interoperability control data to every other device on the network in order for the devices 
to be able to locate on another on the network and recognize which devices are 
connected (column 7,64-column 8, lines 12, column 9, lines 1 1-46) the data is formatted 
as self describing data which includes DCMS (column 9, lines 19-38) ensuring 
interoperability, DCMs may be overridden and replaced by uploaded DCMs from 
another device, allowing for features not present on legacy devices to be integrated into 
the device via the override DCM (column 39-column 10, line 14 26). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the IEEE1394 network of Stahl to utilize the self describing data 
structures and override DCMS of the HAVi enabled IEEE 1394 network as taught by 
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Shyten, for the advantages of making it easy for other devices on the network to 
recognize the capabilities of every other device on the network and enable additional 
functionality and features not provided on a legacy device. 



Regarding claim 12, Stahl discloses a transmitting system (figure 2) for 
transmitting data from a transmitting device to a receiving device connected to a 
predetermined network, the system comprising: 

a first device (DTV) including a first control section (IRM 26) for preparing and 
transmitting a request to another device to mount a connection management function 
from a plurality of connection management functions (column 3, line 58-column 4, line 
29, column 6, lines 8-19, speed, topological map, allocation of bandwidth establishment 
of connection) when the first device does not mount said connection management 
function and has been notified by said another device that said another device mounts 
said connection management function, said request including a request for executing 
the connection management for data transmission between the transmitting device and 
the receiving device (column 6, lines 8-20, output control/master registers on input and 
output devices, column 5, lines 8-14, column 8, lines 1-53); and 

a second device (DVCR) configured to receive said request, said second device 
including a second control section for executing the connection management function 
(asynchronous acknowledgements , column 3, lines 22-26, 41-54, a receiving device 
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can ignore input from the transmitting device and be control directly, column 10, line 57- 
column 11, line 16, 53-column 12, line 13). 

Stahl fails to disclose a request which utilizes a self describing data structure 
which provides device control data, the device control data including an override DCM 
(device control module) of the transmitting device and the receiving device. 

In an analogous art Shyten discloses the use of a HAVi network which utilizes 
IEEE 1394 bus protocols (column 7, lines 12-25, 37-60), each device transmits 
interoperability control data to every other device on the network in order for the devices 
to be able to locate on another on the network and recognize which devices are 
connected (column 7,64-column 8, lines 12, column 9, lines 11-46) the data is formatted 
as self describing data which includes DCMS (column 9, lines 19-38) ensuring 
interoperability, DCMs may be overridden and replaced by uploaded DCMs from 
another device, allowing for features not present on legacy devices to be integrated into 
the device via the override DCM (column 39-column 10, line 14 26). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of invention to 
modify the IEEE1394 network of Stahl to utilize the self describing data structures and 
override DCMS of the HAVi enabled IEEE 1394 network as taught by Shyten, for the 
advantages of making it easy for other devices on the network to recognize the 
capabilities of every other device on the network and enable additional functionality and 
features not provided on a legacy device. 



Conclusion 
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THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL, Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hunter B. Lonsberry whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7298. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday during normal 
business hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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